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The following B 0 0 KS dutcly publiſhed, 
Wrote by the Author of this Sermon, 


- Sold by Rooangron, Hawes, Dit, and Johns 
Vn, in London; 


1 and T: epos, Boo klelets i in York, 


I. A PARAPHRASE on the eleven firſt. 


Chapters of St. PAUL's EPISTLE to 
the ROMANS. . 


1. PRACTICAL LECTURES on the 
CHURCH CATECHISM, with an 

_ Exerciſe preparatory to Confirmation. 
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SERMON, @c. 
I. ' . 125 . a 
Rev. iii. 18. 


1 . thee to buy of me gold tried in the 
Are, that thou mayeſt be rich; and white 
raiment, that thay mayeſt be cloathed, and 

that the ſhame. of thy nakedneſs do not 
appear; and anoint thine eyes with 00 
Ea that thou mayeſt ſee. 


HESE words are part bs the Epiſtle 
directed by our Lord Jesus CurIsT 
tothe Church, or Biſhop and Con- 
gregation at Laodicea, which is here repre- 
ſented as greatly decayed, and fallen from 
its firſt faith and love into a ſtate almoſt 
urely natural; the generality of its mem- 
5 thinking and ſaying, in the true ſpirit 
and very words of unbelief, that they were 
Tith and i ncreaſed with goods, and had need 
of nothing, at the ſame time that they were 
vr ere bod, and mi n and K and blind, 
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* et Which words of the foregoing 8 


verſe, as they are a full deſcription of our 
natural diſeaſe, and of the ſtate of mankind 
without faith in CHRIST, ſo in thoſe of the 
text you may obſerve the remedy of that 
diſeaſe, one anſwering in all points to the 
other; CuRisT's pure gold to our wretch- 
edneſs, miſery, and poverty; his cloathing 
of white raiment to our nakedneſs; his eye- 


falve to our blindneſs. The remedy is evi- 


dently ſpiritual, for CuRISH makes no ac- 
count of any other riches; and therefore the 


diſeaſe i is Io too; the one, as I told you, be- 


ing ſuited to the other, and propoſed as the 
cure of 1 it. In this view 1 ſhall, with Gov! 8 


help, 


1 Open the ſeveral centientars as they 
ſtand in the order of. the text. 


II. Draw ſome obſervations from herd 


III. Conclude with an a exhortation... 


25 * am to open the 3 particulars 
mentioned i in the text. What is CuRIST SG 
tried gold, which is to make all rich? We 
| ſhall og an anſwer to this, if we conſider 

what reſpects we are naturally, poor. 
> we are poor 1 Gop, - mk in 
holineſs, 


5 

holineſs, and deſtitute of life; in a word, 

undone by ſin. The riches therefore which 
CHRIST counſels us to buy of him, and 
warrants us to expect from him, is ſuch a 
change of our ſtate in all theſe reſpects, as 
that we who once were wretehed and mi- 
ſerable, and poor by reaſon of ſin, under 4 
ſentence of death for it, without righteouſ- 
neſs and without ſtrength, ſhould be re- 
leaſed from condemnation, made the chil- 
dren of Gor by faith in CHRISH JESUS, and 
have our hearts turned to him in obedience, 
that we might be received into his ever- 
laſting kingdom of glory, Theſe are the 
riches of CHRIST, the riches of the ſoul, 
the riches of eternity; theſe are the 2 
tidings of the Goſpel, the things of our 
peace, and declared to us as the burden of 
all Scripture ; what Gop made us for, and 
wants to give us, and CuRIsT came to re- 
inſtate us in; and without which, what- 
eyer elſe we are, or poſſeſs, we are poor in- . 

deed, and muſt be miſerable for ever. F or 
CukISr's gold tried in the fire is his ſal- 
vation—redemption through his blood, even 
the forgiveneſs of fing—a new will to pleaſe 
Ge. in the love of that ſalvation, and of 
Cnx18T the author of it and a right to 
eternal life for his ſake; and through his 
merits and righteouſneſs, 7 Lo 
egy #1 | A 2 1 IJ. In 


161 


1. In the firſt place there i is 8 
for rebels and enemies to Gop, 7 — the 
greateſt of ſins, and for all ſinners; and we 
who are periſhing 1 in fin, may be received 
to mercy, happy in Gop's favour, children 
of his family, and heirs of his kingdom, 
and rejoice in the ſenſe of his peace all the 
day long. Wretched and miſerable, loſt 
and undone as we are in ourſelves, grace 
and mercy, pardon and ſalvation, wait our 
acceptance. _ CuxrisT counſels, wills us to 
buy, to take of him, to get for ourſelves at 
any rate, this bleſſed part of his riches, the 
remiſſion of our ſins; he calls to us in the 
words of the Prophet, Ho! every one that 
thirfteth, come ye to the waters, come ye buy 
and eat, yea come, buy wine aud milk without 
money and without price, If. iv. 1; he cries 
aloud to us from his croſs to look upon him 
as pierced for us, to ſee the blood ſtream- 
ing from his ſacred body for our cleanſing, 
to apply it to our conſciences, and to find 
reſt for our guilty ſouls in his peace and 
| Forgiveneſs. I ſay, all and every one; for 
there is no exception of any, notwithſtand- 
ing the number and greatneſs of our ſins, 
or long continuance in them; the invitation 
is as general as it is free; 7he blood of” 

CHRIST cleanſeth from all fn, 1 John i. 7, 
LY without it there is no remiſſion, no 


hops 
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hope for any, let them be what they will 


in other reſpects. The Goſpel muſt be 
preached to thee, and CHRIST muſt be thy 
truſt and confidence, O Saint, when thou 
haſt done all thou canſt, and if thou couldſt 
do ten thouſand times more than ever thou 
wilt: And he will be thy truſt and Saviour, 
O nner, though thy tranſgreſſions have 
been multiplied againſt him, and thy ſins 
be as red as ſcarlet, if thou canſt find in 
thine heart to come unto Gop by him, and 
art but willing in the day of his power. 
This Goſpel, I fay, muſt be preached ta 


every creature, becauſe it is alike neceſſary 
for every creature under heaven. It is ſal- 


vation by a free gift, raiſing the ſoul out of 
its earthly, dead ſtate, bringing it into a 
new relation to Gop, and into a new con- 
dition in itſelf, by a new birth of the ſpirit, 
one as well as another, unleſs there is a man 
in the world who has ſalvation in and of 
himſelf. It was as neceſſary for CHRIST 


to atone for the ſins, and make the perſons 


of the beſt men well- pleaſing and accept- 
able to Gop, as to die for the greateſt of ſin- 
ners. And as the beſt could not be reſtored 
to the favour of Gop, and the hope of re- 
gaining their loſt inheritance without him, 
ſo the worſt have a precious call in him to 
 Fome to the fountain opened for fin, though 


they 
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they have lain never ſo long in their filth 
and uncleanneſs; though they are naked and 
ſtripp'd of all good, ſorely cut and mangled, 

and a miſerable ſpectacle in their blood be- 
yond many others, yet the good Samaritan 
has his oil and wine to pour into their 
wounds. And do not think, O ſinner, that 
God makes thy return to him, and accept- 
ance with him, depend upon hard, or im- 
poſſible conditions. Thou needeſt not ſay, 
what ſhall I do to merit favour at his hands, 
and cancel the guilt 'of a whole life ſpent 
in diſobedience, and ſpotted with foul re- 
bellion againſt him? There is nothing but 
confuſion and deſpair in this thought. 
Death is thy portion, and hell the NT of 
every ſinner, for any thing he can do to de- 
liver himſelf from it. Look for. nothing 
in thyſelf but ſin, if ever thou wouldeſt be 
reſtored to favour; nor any where for re- 
demption from the curſe of it, but in the 
mercy of Gop in CnRIST. Hear how the 
grant of thy ſalvation runs in Gop's own 
words, and let them be pleaſant to thy 
foul—GOD 2 laved tbe world, that he gave 
bis anly-begotten Son, that whoſoever belie- 
veth in him ſhould not periſh, but have, ever+ 
lafting life, John iii. 16.—This. is a true 
ſaying, and worthy of all men to be received, 


Wo e TRSUS cans ines the ward 
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70 ſave fmers, 1 Tim. i. 15. Know he 
has none but ſuch to fave in a whole world 
of creatures, from the beginning to the end 
of time. If we are ſaved at all, it is in the 
capacity of ſinners; our being ſuch there- 
fore is the very reaſon why he counſels us 
to buy of him gold tried in the fire, and he 
-has it to beſtow upon the vileſt and worſt 


of men, if they will come in upon his call, 
believe and take it. 


2. But then this is not all. For though 
forgiveneſs in Cur1sT's blood is a very 
precious part of his riches, and ſuch com- 
fort to a ſoul, ſenſible of its danger and mi- 
ſery i in fin, as all the world cannot afford 
it, yet he has {till ſomething farther to do 
for us, ſomething more to give us; a new 
heart, and a new ſpirit, obedient wills, and 
fincerity with God in the love and practice 
of holineſs. However we may be hurried 
on by our luſts, and love of worldly plea- 
ſures, whatever we may think, or what- 
ever ſatisfaction we propoſe to ourſelves in 
any other way, it is all darkneſs, and 
dreadful miſtake; there can be none but in 
a ſettled defire to pleaſe Gop by keeping 
his commandments, Diſobedience to the 


gre eat ſovereign will, which i is all perfection _—_ 


in | itſelf, and the rule of perfection to all 
| other 
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other creatures, is. poiſon i in our blood, and | 
a canker eating at the root of all our happi 1- 
neſs. Do what you will to the poor ſoul, 
ſtudy to gratify and humour it with all the 
delights 25 can invent, it can no more be 
at eaſe in ſuch a ſtate, than the body with 
a broken limb, though you adorn, and feed, 
and pamper it never ſo much. And Gov, 
who perfectly knows the miſery of ſuch a 
condition, and deſires to prevent our ruin, 
calls to us with great earneſtneſs, Gay en- 
treaty, and all the concern of a tender fa- 
ther for his loſt children, to come out of 
it, but cannot help us while we reſolve to 
_ continue in it; becauſe he cannot poſſibly 
create a happineſs for us in contradiction to 
his own nature and will. - And. yet | this i is 
our condition under the Fall. We are 
bent againſt the will of God, and live i in 
the continual breach of every one 6 tl 

5 commandments. If you ſhould Object to 
this as, an unreaſonable charge, and think - 
you can juſtify yourſelves at leaſt with fe- 
ſpect to ſome of them, this does not much 
mend the matter ; this is no As to offer 
to Go, who requites univerſal ob edience ; 
and farther, your own conſciences Nat tell 
you, that obedience to any ' one of the com- 
mandments, from a tigh t principle, and 
- with a right ausge on, in the fear and 
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love of Gop, and becauſt it is his will, and 
your bounden duty, would fix you in a 
ſtate of regular, willing obedience to them 
all. But if you deſire to know the truth, 
and would bring the point to a fair iſſue 
with your ſouls, let me adviſe you to fit 
down this night before you go to ſleep, and 
afk 9 which of them you Fhink 
you have kept, ſo as you can anſwer it to 
Gor and his Law. Let it be the ſeeond, 
Thou ſhalt not boy Aten to 4 graven image, 
& c. You do not. But are you ſure that 
this is all which the commandment tequires 
of you? Why are you cofrimanded by the 
jealous Gov not to bow down to, or uſe a 
graven image, bat becauſe your worſhip is 
all due ſomewhere elſe, and would by this 
means be diverted in whole or in part from 
him who onfy has a right to it? Obſerve 
therefore that this command calls for the 
ſpiritual worſhip of the heart, and requires 
that you ſhould delight in drawing nigh to 
Gop in prayer and praiſe, public and pri- 
vate, and alſo put your ele truſt in him, 
and Place all your dependence on him. 
Now ſay what have you done in this mat- 
ter? His this been the conſtant, habitual 
frame and tempet of your ſouls? ' Alas! 
chere is not a day of your life which will 


not bear witneſs againft you in this very in- 
B * 
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ſtance, wherein you thought yourſelves ſo 
clear of all blame before Gop that you 
could defy his juſtice, and challenge him 
with your . obedience. And if it pleaſes 
Gop that conviction ſhould take hold of 
you with reſpect to this command, in 
which you are moſt confident of your in- 
nocence, it will lead you, if you are ſeri⸗ 
ous, and would no longer be deceived in a 
matter of ſo great moment, to conſider how 
your obedience ſtands in other points, and 
' with reſpect to all the commandments. 
And if you ſhall find it upon the whole to 
be a ſtate of rebellion, and enmity: againſt 
Gop, -and-utter diſlike of his will and law; 
and that when the commandment, any one 
of them,. comes cloſe to you, and is opened 
to your conſciences in its true ſpiritual 
meaning, ſin revives, appears in all its 
ſtrength and ſtubbornneſs of op poſition: * 
. will then be in a way to take 
Cnkisr 's counſcl, and ſeeing the poverty, 
the death of your ſouls, in point of obedi- 
ence, be diſpoſed to buy of him geld: tried in 
the fire, that. you may be rich, i. e. be re- 
ſtored by him to the right, bent of your na- 
tures, and to a capacity of obeying Gon; 
from the heart. For the will and the 
power are both. from him, and without. 
him We. can. do. e His death upon 

£33651 | the 
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[7731 
the croſs for our forgiveneſs, ſhews us the 
curſe of fin, and our miſery under it; His 
love in dying for us, that we might be 
forgiven, begets i in us a fear to offend him, 
and a deſire to pleaſe him: And when we 
haye that deſire in truth and ſincerity, it is 
both communicated to us, and muſt be 
kept alive in us by continual ſupplies of 
ſtrength from the ſpirit of grace, which he 
ſends into the TE of his faithful people. 


3. Another great bleſſing of CHRIST, 
which he counſels us to buy of him, and 
we muſt of all neceſſity receive from him, 
is white raiment, that we may be cloathed., 
Men and brethren, let me here tell you 
that our own works, when we have done 
all we can, and the very beſt we ever ſhall 
do, are not that white raiment. For tho 
CuR1sT renews us to the defire and love 
of holineſs, and our obedience will be dear 
to us when we know. how much has been 
forgiven us, and no man muſt pretend to 
belong to him, of hope to be owned by 
him, who is not fincere with him in keep- 
ing his commandments, yet this is not our 
righteouſneſs in the fight of Gop; and if 
we have no other covering for our ſouls in 
the day of judgment, we ſhall be found 
paked to our ſhame. For in many things 
B 2 We 
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we all offend, Jam, iii. 2. And after all 
our endeavours and prayers come ſo far 
ſhort of the rule of perfection, that we 
muſt not think of pleading it with Gop for 
our acceptance to the reward of eternal 
life. I beſeech you underſtand the ground 
of this matter according to the truth of ho- 
ly Writ. God never did, nor ever can re- 
quire leſs of us than a perfect obedience ; 
and that ſaying of Scripture is the unalter- 
able revelation of his nature and will with 
reſpect to ſin cui ſed is every ane that conti- 
nueth not in all things which are written in 
the book of the law to do them, Gal, iii. 10. 
Now in this view of Gap and ourſelves we 
*are all loſt. This knowledge, that we 
muſt die for every fin, would be ſuch a clog 
upen our endeavours, and ſtrike ſuch a 
damp into our ſpirits, that we ſhould loſe 
all heart, and fit down in deſpair ; Since, 
as I told you, Gop's law is broken, and 
his juſtics ready to execute its curſe upon 
us, nat only for wilful fin, but for the de- 
fect of pur obedience, and coming ſhort of 
the exact rule of ' righteouſneſs, What 
then has Gop done to relieve us in this 
caſe, to deliver us from our fad forebodings 
of his diſpleaſure againſt us on account of 
fin in our beſt eſtate, and to raiſe us to a 


Gon 


cheatful truſt and confidence in him as the 


„ 

Gop of our * The Scripture tells 
us, and bleſſed be Gon for the comfort; 
He gave his only-begotten San, not only to 
be a ſacrifice of atonement for the fin of the 
world, but to do that for us, which muſt 
of all neceſſity be done, and we could not 
da for ourſelves. He it is, ue of GOD 
is made unto us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, 
and ſauftificatien, and redemption, 1 Cor. 
i. 30. He made bim to be fin for us, who 
knew ng /in, that we might be made 0 | 
righteouſneſs of GOD in him, 1 Cor. i. 

And again we are told the ſame * 
words as plain and full as poſſible, as by 5 
difobedience of one mam were made finners, 
% by the obedience of one ſhall many 4 made 
' righteous, Rom. y. 19. The meaning of 
all which is, that Ixsus CnRIST ſta 8 to 
us in the ſame relation for life that Adam 
did for death ; and that the righteouſneſs he 
performed was not on his own account; 
who was Gop and did not need it for him- 
ſelf, but in our ſtead, and for gur es, 


- - - — 


as 1 in his light, as if we had exactly ä 
fulfilled the law in our own perſons. This 
is that Rigbteouſngſt of God which the 
Scripture ſpeaks of as revealed to us for life, 
e purs by faith, Rom. i. 17. And 
it 
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it is fo called, becauſe it is a righteouſneſs 
of Gop's appointing, God's working, and 
Gov's giving; the only righteouſneſs which 


he can accept, becauſe it is the only perfect 
one to be found in our nature, and what, 
bleſſed be his name, he conveys to believers 
through JxEsus EnRIST their head, for 
their preſent quietneſs and aſſurance, and 
eternal juſtification. Behold therefore the 
white raiment which CurIsT counſels all 
to buy of him, that the ſhame of their na- 
kedneſs do not appear. If you have a per- 
fect righteouſneſs of your own to appear in 
before Gop, you do not want it. But if 
you have not, and all you do is ſtained with 
fin, give u p the pride of your heart, offer 
up your works, whatever they are, to his 
mercy. Let Cur1sT be Curtis ; let him 
be all in all to you for life; and as he only 
can be your righteouſneſs, ſo let him 5 
all the gory of i _. 


Theſe now are the riches which CarisT 
has to beſtow on us, dearly purchaſed for 
us, and with great goodwill and tender 


concern for our natural miſery, poverty, 


and nakedneſs, counſels us to buy of him. 
Not that they can be bought, or that we 
have any thing to buy them with. For 


| they are freely given to us; and if ever we 


have 


= - Ta. 
have them, we muſt receive them as a gift, 
and undeſerved mercy. But the word is 
| uſed to ſignify to us how precious they are, 
and to put us upon poſſeſſing ourſelves of 
them, coſt what they will. And ſomething 
we muſt part with for them, as I hope to 
ſhew in a following part of this diſcourſe. 
Let me only obſerve farther to you at pre- 
ſent, that the riches of CHRISYT are truly, 
what the Scripture calls them, unſcarchable. 
The depth of Divine Wiſdom, the myſtery of 
Almighty, Love, in procuring them for us, 
and offering them to us, cannot be fathom- 
ed by the underſtanding of men or angels. 
They are the unceaſing ſong of praiſe in 
heaven, keep the holy fire of love for ever 
burning in the ſouls of the redeemed, and 
will be the growing wonder of eternity. 
Forgiveneſs through the blood of God, and 
reconciliation with Gop, inſtead of his 
heavy diſpleaſure ; ; renewal to the i image of 
Gop in holineſs, inſtead of a diſobedient, - 
| rebellious, accurſed heart and nature; and 
the aſſurance of an eternal life, with God 
through the ; merits. and righteouſneſs. of 
Cnxisr: —Theſe are wonders, theſe are 
bleſſings, theſe are riches indeed | But great 
as they are, they are generally diſbelieved, 
or deſpiſed z and will for ever be ſo till the 
es of * opens our eyes to ſee e by 
ue, 


3 
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value, and our extreme poverty in the want 
of them. Wretched, and miferable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked as we are, we 
ſhaft pride ourfelves in ſome kind of falneſs 
of our own, and ſay to the laſt, that we 
are rich, and have need of nothing. _ 


4. Thetefore we muſt take enters 
_ whole counſel, and receive another gift from 
him to make us underſtand and prize all the 
reſt, viz. Bit eye: ſalvr to andint dur eyes with 
that be may 2 See Gop and ourfelves ; 
good and evil; the true and falſe riches; 
this world ind the next; in a word, to = 
on the otic hand; fin, and death for fin; 
the other, tighteouſneſs, and Hfe by Fits : 
CEnnrer. It is a wonderful d iſcover y-which 
the Scripture makes to us of the ever -Heffhd 
Cod; ef his Holinefs,” juſtice, and purity, 
of his irreconcileable Karat of fin, and will 
to puniſh it, and of the methods he Ras 
taken to prevent or remedy it, and tenibye 
the curſe of it from His . ppy creatures. 
And from the ſame gerpiute“ we have ſuch 
4 knowledge of outfelves, and ef owe pre- 
ent condition under the Fall, bf out natu- 
l exrbity. to Gov, corruption” anch Yearh, 
as may] juttly fill us wah dread and concen, 5 
And put all The powers of out ſouls ſn mo- 
. tion to ſeek after a femedy. We ate told 
; | that 
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and death by. fin, ſo every ſon and daughter 
of Adam dies for ſin; and that we are mores; 
over liable to the eternal death of ſoul and 
body,; if the ſentence which is paſſed upon 
us is not revoked, and our condition altered 
in the ſight of Gon before we die, Rom. v. 
12. vi. 23. But though we have ſuch full 
inſtruction upon theſe heads; though good 
and evil, the true and falſe riches, happi- 
neſs and miſery, juſtice and merey, are ſo: 
plainly declared unto us; though we have 
life and death ſo clearly ſet before us, and 
the means of attaining ta one and eſcaping) 
the other delivered to us on the infallible 
authority of Gen's: word znyet alas! ſuch 
is our natural deadiieis, love of this preſent 
world, and avierſion- to the truths revealed 
to us; that'we- are hindered from ſeeing. 
them. in their true light, and never receive 
chem into the ground of an honeſt and good 
heart till Cuxrs takes the ſeales from our 
eyes. It is ĩgnorance of this point, with a 
preſumptuous reliance on ourcown intellec- 
tual powers, which keeps us in blindneſs all 
our days, as to any effectual, vital compre- 
henſion of what is propoſed to our know]- - 
ledge. and belief. We think that what is 
ſo propoſed to us, and required! of us, we 
Wis: we muſt know... We, can, we may, 
La E ; We 
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we muſt, but only in the way of prayer, 
„ e be u aid; and if we fup- 
poſe that the ſaving knowledge of divine 
truths is altogether the work ef our own. 
faculties, re reject one of the moſt impor- 
tat of thoſe traths, and ſeal” our ſelves up 
in darkneſe, by ptetending to do that for 
ourſelves which wwe are plaimy told none but 
God can do for us. | This is a melancholy. 
acepynt of our natural impotence, bar we 
maſt abide by it, and g for Reiß whore i 
is to be Rad; for 20 u can ſuy bur 
FESUS' * 1% LoD za by t HN 
Gel, 1 Cor. zii. 3. And H Cunier 
dves hot og our under landings, all will de 
hidden ſtom us 5 neither the doctrines 
which lead: te him, the bleſſings he conveys 
them, m the datics hecxequires of us, with 
ba believed, or! attended to, with any bene 
f te our fouls. Whai is thei-reaſoh 'thas 
though. thaße things are ſo often brought 
tu you remanibrance, and inculcated upon 
vou from tima tu time, yet; as to the gene 
rality, wich ſo little effect Inſamuci that 
the greatalt! part en n of thoſe who think 
thay know: and bælcue them, are as litele 
engaged in the purſuit of 'thetn,” and 28s 
muck mchdnged: by them, as if they bad 
never heard of them; have no appearance of . 
religion in their families? converſation, 
3 | | | no 
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aq dealings with Gop in ſecret, no earneſt 
tene prayer for the hæavenly riches. It is 
-becauſe the 3 importance of them, and our 
"great concern in them, is not underſtood 
and applied. It is becauſe they are not 
prized according to their worth. * is be- 
= you ſeeing, ſee not, and what you 
hear, do not underſtand with your hearts; 
hut tiſe ap from the reading of Scripture, or 
go away from the hearing of a Sermon, like 
men awaked out of a dream, to think n 
mote of it. Seeing therefore, and as we 
hall fee when CHRIST has atointed our 
eyes, with his eye-ſalve, is looking upon 
him and his bleſſings with another eye than 
we have done, and valuing tho as the 
deateſt treaſure of our hearts. 80. that if 
ve wert to beaſked what we would chooſe 
if we might have our wiſh, we ſhould.cry 
out at once, give. me CnrsT and his 
riches, or I die. A man who is pinched | 
with a ſenſe of his natural poverty, and has 
his eyes opened to ſee things clearly, would 
ſay.— I am a ſinner and want forgivenels: 
* I find a law in my members warring 
. * apainſt the lau | of God, and would 
< gladly be turned to it in a frer obedience, 
, and renewed to the: love of holineſs: I 
* know] ſhall never attain to that i 
Mm 2 Gon — Init | 
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require of me, and therefore if he has 


provided one for me in the perſon of Ix- 
sus CuRIiSsr, which will protect me from 
s his juſtice; and anſwer all the demands of 
* his law, I deſire to be cloathed in that 

« white raiment; and in all theſe reſpects 
% have but one prayer for myſelf, that I 

ee may be found in CHRIST, and ' parta- 


ker of ' tbe grace of 60 which bringeth 


. ſalvation, Phil. iii. 9. This, I fay, is 
the fight which CHRIST reſtores us to, the 


day=ftar riſing in our hearts, and the light 


of heaven breaking in upon our ſouls. And 


when this change is wrought in us, and 
we can ſay truly, one thing F know, that 
ae anbereat I was blind nom I ſee; 1 ſee life 


e and death, I ſee myſelf undone without 


„ CHRIST, I ſee: the grace of his ſalva- 


4 tion, I ſee my obligations to him, I love 


my ſervice under him; we may be as 
ſute that he has anointed. our eyes, as if 
we had ſeen him ſtanding over us in per- 
ſon, and heard thoſe words from his 


mouth, recriue thy fight. Tell me that 


this is not only knowledge in the head, or 
the language of the tongue, but lies cloſe 
at the heart; make it appear by your godly 
ſeriouſneſa, diligent uſeo of the means of 
grace, conſcientious ſabbath-keeping, watch- 


wh unto — ſtrictneſt of your 


walk 
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walk with Gop in obedience according to 
your vow in baptiſm; and I can tell you 
that you are born again from above, and 
can ſay that FESUS is the LORD by the 
Holy Ghoſt, by your acknowledgment of 
him in all his offices,  defire of him in all 
his benefits, and faith in him as your whole 
ſalvation. If you conſider what oppoſition 
this faith has to encounter from within; 
how hard it is to ſee death for fin, and that 
fin your own; what a deadly blow it is to 
the pride of your heart, to ſue out your 
pardon in the name of CuR1sT, as a con- 
demned malefactor, and be ſnatched as a 
brand out of the fire of hell; how contrary | 
it is to all the workings of the carnal mind 
to draw nigh to God in prayer and ſpiri- 
tual worſhip ; to fit looſe to the world, and- 
while you live in it to have your converſa- 
tion in heaven; to renounce your own will 
in all things for the will of Gop, and when 
| you have done all, to think yourſelf an un- 
profitable ſervant, and expect to be ſaved 
only by mercy ; you will perceive that you 
could as ſoon raiſe a dead bedy out of the 
grave or make a world, as work this change 
in yourſelf. Wherever theſe effects appear, 
they prove their author, as certainly as we 
know that corn, and other fruits of the 
0 th, grow and proſper by the ſecret power 


of 
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of Gop, and come to their maturity by a 


Ty. blefling from above. And I ſhould think 


the better of any man's ſtate, for his ha- 
ving this proof to give of it, humility, ſelf- 
renunciation, and a new will to plea: Gon, 
than for thoſe feelings and impulſes, which 
are {o unreaſonably magnified by ſome, as 
if there could be no true faith and hope, or 
any chriſtiaa life without them. Where 
theſe effects are not, but we ſee things as 
in a miſt, ſee little and do lefs, trifle <4 
our ſouls, and put off our great work one 
year after another, whatever knowledge Wwe 
have jt is not from CaRisT's anointing, and 
the ſame as if we had none. We may pro- 
' bably think ourſelves the better for it, and 
intend to put ĩt in uſe ſome time or other: 
but in the mean time we pat cus ay ayes 
with it, and have the ſame, if not greater 
need of his cye-falve than others, that what 
we know we may. know effectually, and fee 
what we do ſee in its true light, as a mat- 
ter of unſpeakable moment, and what con- 
cerns us to. all eternity. For the riches 
which Canis affers us will not fotſake 
us when we leaye this world, as all others 
do, but accompany us into the next, and | 
gain out admiſſion into . * this 

TT * e 9 0 en 
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aa: Obſervations I am to raiſe from the 
ſeverat particulars of the tert as is Hready 


11. Take neee gef white 2s one bs ent com- 
mendation of 'CuxisT's riches, that when' 
we have them, know how to value them, 
and feſolve to ſecure them to ourſelyes, 
they will, according to our Lokp's ex- 

„ be our own, that is, unakenably, 
and for ove!” He intends we ſhould think 
ourſelves rich, and really be ſo, in the pre- 
ſent poſſeſſion of them. And i we ſhall 
be, if the fenſe of Gop's peace, à regular, 
quiet, obedient" ſpirit, . affeckions, 
and the knowledge of our acceptance with 
Gop for his fake; notwithſtanding the de- | 
fect of dur obedience; can make us ſo. 

All that the world. can offer to us, ff we 
res it can give us, is poor - traſh, and 
nothing- but ſwine's huſks,' to the comforts 
6f a believing ul ; and we are miſerably 
blind in — 75 the latter at ſo low a rate 
28 we de, and ſpending all the ſtrength of 
eur lives in purſuit" of a falſe good, which 
will” certainly deceive 1 us, as it has done 
every other man that truſted in it, and 

_—_— to our graves wretched, and miſe- 
E poor, and blind, and naked. 
But nevertheleſs, as this world is for the 

moſt. | 


161 
moſt 11 a ſcene of onde and vexation, 


E. 


ſel in the W are liable t to ſhare in its ca- 
lamities, muſt ſuffer Pain and ſickneſs in 
their bodies, and grieve not leaſt of. all. 
for the .remainder. of ſin in their ſouls 2 
what 1, would here farther obſerve to you 
is, that we, muſt not ſo gyer-rate CuBIs T8 
riches, 3 40 hin thay will put us in poſſeſs. 
— of perfect happineſs at preſent. They 
foxetaſte and aſſurance of heaven, a 

1 of Sop's low, and will be 2 bleſſed, 
relief to us in all conditions of life, but they 
ars not heaven itſelf. There, and not hier, 
fore, wg Mall reſt from ell our labours, 
pains, and ſorrows. There the forgiyrneſa, 
7 which now refreſhes-our ſpirits, gives eaſe 
to out conſciences, and is ſuch a cordial at 
our hearts, - will be the eternal ſong of 
praiſe. There, and there only, we. ſhall 
be freed. ſrom ſin, unchangeably holy. in 
ourſelves, and never more in ene Jo- 
fing/ that, white raiment, aubicb is the rigbre- 
exſneſe. of ſaints, Rey. xix, 8. Let all, who 
can, bleſs Goo for their diſtinguiſhed hap- : 
pineſs here, rejoice in it for its own fake, 
| but. moſt, of all as it is the foundation of 
their complete happineſs, and nr 
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. 1 obſerve. to vou, that if we. would 
| bun Cun s r' geld tried in the fire, we 
muſt part with ſomething of our OWN. for 
it. Not by way of price, purellaſe, or 
payment; forsfo all the world cannot buy 
it. But, as I told you, the word is uſed 
to fignify to us ho-. exceeding valuable | it 
is: worthy to be the great object uf our 
choice, worthy of all our — and 
that, whatever elſe wre have, we are miſera - 
ble and poor witliout it. And firſt you can 
have no doubt but that we muſt. give up our 
fins ſor ĩt. I preſume 1 need not mention 
ts twice, nor dweell up proof of it. 
For dye can handly read-a line an the Bible, 
without o g tow hateful they are to 
Go, and how abſolutely he requires us to 
forego them. Howeser we inay love, or 
be enflaved by them, the oonſoienoe within 
us will not ſuffer us to plend for chem; and 

I am ſure we have no allowance from Scrip- 
ture to hope for the grace of forgiveneſs 


While We eure Fe in them. 


- 571 eie teien dus ind 5d blue N 
Bat i in onde 110 obtaiit „ediert pure 
1 gad, and and be his diſeiples, we muſt likes - 


wiſe forſake all we have, as che himſelf 
plainly tells us, Luke xivi 33% that is, in 
will and affection, ſo as to de ready to part 
it at * "ol; and in ' the--ſotthed. | 


[8] 


judgment of our minds eleatly prefer his 
riches bo "ly ds: or N we hee Tang 
* it 


3 we „ a0 80 renounce: our 
own ri I deſeech you do not 
miſtake me here. . Obedience ta God-cauſt 
be the ſalemn purpoſe of our lives 3, and 
che will and power to obey from the heart, 
is a very preciqus part of CRRIST's riches, 
as I have already ſhæewed. What I mean 
therefore is, that we muſt renounce it in the 
matter: of falvation ; that is, all ſuch eſteem 
of it, or concetning it, as that 
when wb have: attained to che higheſt de- 
grer of it w ever. thall do. Gop will ac- 
cept; it at aur hands as full ſatisfactioa to 
his law; and account it to us far righteouſ- 
neſs. And:to.do this unſeignedly is no ſuch 
caly - matter as perhaps you may imagine. 
For poor: as we are, we would all gladly 
ſet vp upon eur own ſtack," and have pride 
enough for it though we have nothing elſe. 


v.36 3. & BÞ eier 


We would be our own faviours, and it is 


much too huabling a doctrine for us ta be 
told, that whatever we are in aur own opi- 
non, or in the eye of the world, we muſt. 
turn beggars to Gap for his mercy, and live 
altogether-upon it as an alms. It goes hard 
. e m excel- 
3 * lencies; 
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lencies; and when the account of them 
runs YEry- lows. and ſeems little even in our 
own eyes, then good meanings, or good 
hearts, or other of our own, 
we know not what, muſt ſtand up for us 
before Gop, and be pleaded for our c jultiß⸗ 
cation. And this is ſo natural to us, that 
I believe there is hardly any one convinced 
of ſin, and made ſenſible of his danger, 
but the firſt thought which ariſes in his 
heart is, that he will make his peace with 
Gop by doing better for the time to come, 
that is, cancel all former guilt, be juſt in 
the ſight of Gop, and beholden to none 
but himſelf for his ſalvation. I ſay, be- 

ware of this miſtake, as you would be 
chriſtians, as you. love your ſouls. For if 


there is any thing plain in Scripture, it is 


that by grace we are ſaved, through faith, 

and that. ot of ourſelves, it ts _ git of 
GOD;. Epheſ. ii. 8... And whoever he js 
who perſiſts in ſaying he is rich and. en- 
creaſed with goods, and has need of nothing, 
dere in his proper colours, 
and the, very man ſpoken of in the verſe 
before the text, who knoweth not that he 
is wratched,. and miſerable, and poor, and 
Hind, and. nadel, If you como tq/CHRIST | 
a, Gagan way. N 
condemned and helpleſs, the, Wa 

there 
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— ale is grace to en all — 
needs. If you can ſe& him upon the croſs 
as pierced by you, and 3 your ſins, you 
may look upon him for” healing, and as 
pierced- Ver your ſins. If the heart is 
troubled for i its guilt, and the . 
burdened with the ſenſe of fin, there" is 
waſhing in the blood of Jesvs, and-#bun- 
dant comfort. But if you never employed 
the grace given you to fearch your hearts 
in the preſence of Gop, and know the 
charge that is againſt you, all is darkneſs, 
confuſion” and unbelief. Your eyes were 
nebet "anointed with Enkisr's eye-ſalve, 
and to this hour they are faſt ſhut againſt 
the truth. "Certainly we cannot be — 
ans without chriſtian knowledge, and 
chriſtian faith. And if there is any point 
of our religion which i it concerns us to know 
more than another, it is that we are ſinners, 
as well by nature; as actual tranſgreſſion in 
thought, word, and deed; and that CHRIST 
therefore died for oüf fins; becauſe other 
Vie we muſt have periſned in them. And 
I this truth is not decgly engraved in our 
that we have no righteouſneſs of 
ear bu, in — 24 eſt eſtate," —— 


you S 
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giveneſs of our Bb and by being cloathed 
with the white and ſpotleſs raiment of 
Cunisr, we are totally ignorant of Sctip- 
ture, blind to our condition, and to the na- 
ture of Gop, as therein repreſented, and 
can do nothing all our lives but ſtand be- 
fote him in the confidence of a lie. It is 
this knowledge opened in the ſoal, which 
brings all hungring and thirſting to CRI 
for his bleſſed relief. And if we have it 
not, we are only u pon the foundation of 
corrupt natute, and in that flethly ſtate 
which cannot pleaſe GOD, Rom. viii. 8. 
Let us be what we will in other reſpects, 
we are ſelf-righteous and ſelf- ſaved, and 
therefare unwaſhed, unjuſtified, altogether 
unholy and unclean.” We will not learn of 
CHRIST to be meek and lowly, to renounce 
ourſelves, and our own | miſerable unworthi- 
neſs; and ſhall never ſee the ſalvation of 
| God, becauſe in the bottom of our hearts 
we deſpiſe it, and have not faith to bebold 
the Lamb of GOD which due away the 
fin of the Ar re Wh __ 2 55 <1 


31 might bers allo farcheriiahs b notes 10 
neceſſary it is that we ſhould rensunce our 
own ſhort-ſighted, corrupt reaſon, that as 
Utttle children We may ſubmit to CnRIS T's 

teach ä all "_ and likewiſe be ſo 
5 | convinced 


more, John v. 14. | Obſerve what I ay, 
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convinced. of our natural meakoek and i in- 
ſufficiency to receive and practiſe what: he 
does teach us, as to give ourſelves upto 
Katy. cop of his — But this has 
4411-1060. ls $600 

36) + 19 to a third 5 Abich 
is, that CxR1sT's. riches are only fo by their 
g being taken allt ther, and not one part of 2 
them without the other. However we may 
to.divide Cunier, he will not be ſo 
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the - Neither 1 they, ſingly. ta- 
ken, be our relief from him. His forgive · 
neſs would not anſwer. our needs withont 
our own holineſs, nor both of them toge- 
ther without the white raiment of his per- 
fect righteouſneſs ; and his righteouſneſs, is 
imputed to. none but thoſe, who, under a 
ſenſe of forgiveneſs, walk as children of 
the light, and are enabled to receive that 

faying, behold, thou. art made whole, fon -no | 


The riches of Cnkler arg not like the 
riches of this world, greater or leſs, ſo that 
a man may truly be called rich, though he 
is not zich in the ſame degret with ſome 
others; but the caſe is ſuch, that if wo are 
not willing to receive all from CHRIST, 
one. pan of his riches: as _ _ | 
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all he wants to give us, and knows to be 
good for us, we have nothing; Would 
you believe the Goſpel, and be entitled to 

the remiſſion of ſins ? You muſt” repent. 
Would you keep the forgiveneſs of | fins? 
You muſt be ſincere in your obedience; and 
hear your Loxp ſaying, F ye N me, 
Leap n command ment. Would it 
your endeavours, and ſtrike 8270 to your 
hearts; when you conſider the fevers j uftice 
of Gop, and the ſtrictneſs of his law, to 
think you are in danger of loſing all by the 
imperfection of your beſt obediende ? You 
miiſt take reſuge in the righteouſneſs: of 
Cunlisr, as wrought! for you, given you 
0 truſt in, the antidote againſt all your 
fears, and walk with Gop in the comfort Fo 
of it. Take away one link from'this golden | 
chaiu of man's ſalvation, and the whole is + 
render d uſclefs. © CRT does not take 
us out of priſdn, and releaſt us from con- | 
denination'to leave as to periſh with hun- | 
ger: but as be reftores us to the fayour of = 1 
Gov, ſo he implants a ne nature in us, 
and maintains the life he gives, by feeding 
it with continual; freſh * of grace 


for holineſs. And if we are faithful to 


preſerve” and imptove what he gives us, 
he will not ſuffer it to be loſt for want of 


that perfo& righteouſneſs which he does 
8 | not 


tv 


not expect: 10, And in: de; hut. will inv 
u With his rn, and plea it, with Go 
for oht ;aeceptance and eteraal. ; juſtification. 
His eure\is:gowmplets, and ſtrikes at the root 
of: allithe; diſeaſes, our; natures. are infefted 
with. His comforts; are; ſolid; and: meet 
with all the "diſtreſſes:1of:: the! ſoy; if, wt 
ourſhlves do not defirayuthe-effe of «them, 
ia ſepatatigg them one from an 7 
and: to; take them wholly; as they 
ey ell; to 2: niit 3 bee 40 0 to 
212 od Us Zanel to 15 nab nt $15 voy AH 
e 
bort: uu htiefly to conſider howy edding 
__ glorigusitherriches of Cuntor are, im their | 
valye odinuration, preſent hope ami future 
_ completion; :to.examioe yourſdugs con - 
-- gerning: your knowledge ef ther, ain in 
1 chert, vam diligenew-in ſoaking after nem. 
He: hs counſels. y to buy of him his 
pute geld and White gaiment, knowsothe 
worth. of, them, knows —— | 
purchased them dearly for us and can: give 
8 nothing. better. He is Gon toi pity us, 5 
and, ghogſe "wikly-fortesthe beontas. man 
to hęlpous, and mn,himſel, poor indeed 
ar dum fakes, that we through bis. poverty 
- might, lie made. rich, 2 Cor. wü. 9 The 
5 benefit he intends for, us js greatʒ the man- 
ner * his n Me is * 
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aud ſtæangly enforces his counſel. What 
he did and ſuffered, ſhews the depth of out 
miſery, and his tender concern for us, be- 
yond what words can exprefs.. I cannot 
ſpeak tp you of his gracious heart as I 
ought; J can, I muſt exhort you to be the 
better for it, to think of it, to pity your- 
ſelves, do ſeek; after his riches, to ſecure 
your portion in his love. Reſolve to be 
rich in Gop's peace, and in the grace of 
dur Lord Jreus . rich in faith, 
hope, and dharity. Be reconciled to Gp, 
rejoice in your forgiveneſs, be humble, be 
obedient; be thankful. Let thoſe who are 
richcin this world, thank Gop for providing 
ſo much ibettęr things for them than all 
their -earthly: poſſeffions : 'The poor, that | 
they are equally entitled to them with | 
others, as well, if not better qualified to 
receive them, as fear to/Gop, and may be 
asthigh inchis Kingdom of grace and glory, 
as the greateſt and moſt envied of their 
ſuperiors. | Let all bleſs and praiſe -Gop 
the Father ef mercies, that they may be 
tich andchappy no in his love and fayour, | 
and in their teturns of. gratitude, love, obe- 
diehce, and adoration; and that the riches 
- they ſhall- inherit hereaſter, ate ſuch as ehe 
41 not Jeon, ner. ear beard, neither can it 
3091913 E „ 
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[36] 
enter into the heart of man to conteive, 
1 Cor. ii. 9. Oh! bay them, take them 
of CuR1sT ;' ſee yourſelves poor and undone 
without them; be convinced of their exce- 


+-lence and neceflity ; deſire them, pray for 


them. This is all he aſks of us: And if 
he could beſtow'them without our deſiring, 
aſking, and ſeeking them, they would not 
be riches to us, nor means of our happineſs; 
becauſe nothing can be ſo, but what we 
eſteem and covet. And if we ſet our hearts 

a great deal more upon other things, and 
* nothing our gain but the riches of 


this world, thoſe of CRIST, however great 


and excellent in themſelves, will of courſe 
be deſpiſed. If he was to put them into 


our hands, we ſhould throw them away as 


things that do not ſuit us, and can only be 


food to an appetite which we have not. 
To offer them to us, to open our eyes upon 


their value, and turn our affections to them, 


was the great deſign of his coming into the 
world. And accordingly it is our know- 
ledge of their worth, deſire and eſteem. of 
them, love and purſuit - of them, which 


makes us Chriſtians, and is the only proof 


of our having paſſed from death unto life. 
The Loxp grant unto. us that we may ſo 


+8 prize and long after them, as to live in the 


preſent . 


[37] 


preſent enjoyment, and die into the ever- 
laſting poſſeſſion of them; for his fake, 
through whom we have all things, Iꝝsus 
CHRIST the righteous; to whom, with the 
Father and the Holy Ghoſt, three perſons. 
and one Gop, be glory and majeſty, do- 
minion and power, both now 7 and ever. 
Amen. 
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